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THE HUNTINGVON MEE 


General Sessions 

The thirty-fourth Annual Confer- 
ence of the ‘Jest Virginia Library As- 
sociation opened with the annual dine 
ner, held in the Fireside Noom at the 
Frederick Hotel, Huntington, on Fri- 
dey evening, October 15 Approxi- 
mately 60 persons attends 

The highlignt of the dinner, not 
overlooking the food and the delight- 





ful asides by Pauline Oshorne, was 
the address by Dr. Stewart Hi. “Smith, 
President of Marshall College. His 
subject was "Making Libraries ijore 


Functional," His eignt fundamental 
points were: Adequate housing and e- 
quipment: Adequate resources for 


study and research; A professionally 
trained staff with each member an 
"educator;" Imagination in making 
surroundings attractive; Integration 
of the library with educational poli- 


cies and practices; Integration of 
the administration ard faculty toe 
ward use and strengthening of library 
resources in stimulating research and 
learning; Adequate finances; A def- 
inite program of objectives for ex- 


pansion and imorovenente 

Following President Smith!s.iad= 
Dre de ie larsh, toastmaste ry, 
introduced representati ve vromn vare 
ious civic a e~ discus= 
sed ways in which the public library 
could improve its service to the come 
munity. Participating were Mr, Frank 
Smith, international representative 
of the American Federation of Labor; 
lirs. we S, Hathaway, president of the 
Huntington chapter of the Amcrican 
Association of University Jomen; ifiss 


dress, 





TING IN REVIEW 


Mae Baker, representing the Hunting= 
ton ‘Altrusa ‘Club; and, Mr, -H..C, Ohla 
son, from the Huntington Kiwanis Club, 
The Saturday morning meeting be- 
gan with the reading of the minutes, 
followed by the treasurer's reporte 
The latter showed a balance of 


3102.89, ire Ee Me Griedcr (pinch~ 
hitting for the chairman, Hiss Elea~ 


nor Hamilton) gave a report of the 
Constitution Committee. The consti- 
tution in its revised form is to be 
published in later issues of W. ¥a. 
Librarics. 

~ Following a report by Miss Dora 
Ruth Parks on the Lezislative Instie 
tute preceding the A. Le Ae at Atlan 
tic City, there was the report of the 
nomine ting committee. Our officers 
for 19}8-1,9 will be Mr, Charles But- 
ler, president; Mr. Charles Knapp, 
vice-presidents Miss Faith Kessel, 
secretary} Mrse Vivian | Roushter, 
treasurer. 


Mr. Grieder reported on We Vae 
Libraricse He estimated one hundred 


and twenty dollars annually as the a- 
mount needed to continue its publica- 
tion. 

The mecting closed with an ac- 
count of the Aw L, A. Convention by 
iftiss Virginia Ebcling. 

the Saturday afternoon mecting 
featured a panel discussion on the 
National Library Plan. lirs. Oliver 
Shurtleff, chairman, was ably assist- 
ed by lirse O. Ge Wilson, Miss Dora 
ltuth Parks, Mr. Charlcs E, Butler, 
Miss Ethel Green, and Miss Katherine 
C. Dwyree 


(Continued .on,prge 5) 
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TH RITZ COLLECTION AT Ke C. Pe Le 
lire Charles Butler, Librarian 


The Kanawha County Public Li- 
brary recently purchased the collec- 
tion of books made by the late Harold 
A. itz of Charleston, thereby bring- 
ing the library's book stock to 
slightly more than 100,000 volumes. 
The Ritz Collection, numbering ap» 
rheranagaen 4 8,000 volumes, was offer- 
ed for sale to dealers, but when it 
becane apparent that the bids receiv= 
ed on it revresented only a fraction 
of its worth, tne board of directors 
authorized its purcnase by the libra- 
rVe 

The collection comprises regu- 
ler trade editions of works on his- 
tory, biosraphy, and travel; sets of 
standard authors. in various fields; 
and special and limited editions. 
Especially rich in American history, 
the collection includes ee ee 
150 titles on Lincoln, many of them 
out of prints; the Jesuit Relations, 
the complete Rivers of America, and 
some very _good material on Virginia 
and ‘West —— such as Burk's 
four=volume ‘Hist ry of Virginia, and 
a first edition | “T1BE) of Beverley's 


History and Present State of Virginia. 





Riso included are an almost coanicte 
run of the publications o- the Linite 
2 Editions Club, as well as examples 

* the publications of the Nonesuch 
Senet, 

While the rare and speci 
will enrich the library's col 
considerably, the Ritz Colle 
purchased chiefly because 
large number of standard works in ite 
Many out-of-print titles, long sought 
for as replacements, will be once 
more available in the li ne derigite cole 
lection, and numerous titles will be 
added as neWe 

with the addition of the Ritz 
Collection, Kanavha Vounty Public Li- 
brary!s book holdings will now be in- 
ventoried "i slightly over 100 ,090 
volumeSe hat still only about 

a 


is 

half a book per capita, but makes the 
L t 3 

Co Ce Pe Le the sec 


ond largest Ite 


brary in the state, with barely forty 
years of history behind it, 





SORIA SESE SESE SE Oe SE NE 
CO FIT CET 


RU 
awry 


AMONG OUR LIDRARIANS 
ss Helois Dye, Director 
Knconenteoieg Libraries, “00d County 


Recently there appeared in one 
of the Parkersburg newspapers an are 
ticle concerning the pupil activities 
in the library of Parkersburg High 
Schoole It was interesting to all 
the pupils and parents of iJood County 
because Parkersburg High School stu 
dents are library consciouSe 

This story would have been ine 
teresting to our readers as well, for 
the central figure was Miss Ida li. 
Peters, a leader in school library 
affairs in ‘est Virginia for many 
YEarsSe 

Miss Peters graduated from the 
Chautauqua Librery School in New Yorke 
Following graduation, she came to the 
Carnegic Public Library in Parkerse 
burg as the assistant to Miss Anna 
Taylor, while here, her work was 
largely in the Children's and High 
School depertments, 

When the new high school was 
built in 1917, ifiss Peters was chosen 
as head of the library staff and she 
has remained ever since to maxe Bar= 
korsburg High School Library one of 
the outstanding libraries in this 
section of the country, 

Miss Peters has given unselfish 
ly of her time and energies to place 
school libraries on a firm footing in 
west Virginiae She served es chair- 
man of tne School Lahrartes section 
of the S. te Ae for several yearse 

After doing some sic it work 
at Colunbia Library School, she re- 
turned to add to her work by becoming 
Director of Litrarics for ‘iood County. 
vihen those duties became muitiplied, 
the clementary work was taken over by 
anothcr person and hiiss Peters is now 
Librarian of Parkersburg High School 
and Director of Secondary Libraries 
for \viood County. 
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TURNS WITH THE BOOKMOBILS IN MONRO COUNTY 


Doris Wood 
Field Worker, We Va. Library Commission 


Since the. .first “of December growing thankfulness for health and 
"Pat", the Library Commission bookmo- strength, anda recognition of the 
bile, has been travelinc regularly task that is undertaken there. 
over the mountains of :‘onroe County. One day, as "Pat" sat at a sunny 
Everyvnere school children and tecache- spot at the side of the road fora 
ers have offered an enthusiestic wel- little mid-day refucling, a rural 
come to "Pat" and the "Library lady" mail carrier from Greenbrier County 
and her books. Adults, slower to a- passed by and stoppede "Shy" he cne 
dopt things new ‘nd ‘difforent, are quired, "does Monroe County heave this 
gradually beginning to accept and en- and not Greenbrier?" ‘hen I explaine 
joy USe ed that Monroe County had rcequestcd 

vionroe County is an age spot the bookmobile, he said thoughtfully, 
for this sort of cxperiment; its peo- We'll heve to do something about 
ple are friendly, ‘cenit, a this thing." And that is the way we 
well-read and well-educated. ne of want people to fecl -- that they are 
the most interesting sections is 3 that missing something until they have li- 
little piece of the ‘county and state brary scrvicee 
wnich lies on the othcr side of those 
mountains which everywhere else form SEP ERES ENE ES ES EEE SES ESE SE SELES OSES ONES EE EN OEE 
the okake border, This little pore 
tion of the countv, Virginia by posi- BOMKS ON THE CRILING ; 
tion, is isolated from . cverything. 

To reach it, the bookmobile must A ceiling projector end 5 books 
cross the mountains into Virginia were presentcd on November 23 to the 
and, nis many miles up the valley, Ohio County Public Library by the Li- 
follow a road made from the bed of an ons Club of \iheclinge The books repe 
old vatiwa oade The enthusiastic wel- ‘escent all types and tastes for all 
COME , the villare interes in the accs--picture books, novels, the Bi- 
bookmobile and its contents, make tne ble, and travel stories, These pro- 
trip well worth a On our last jected books will be loszned to people 
visit, ifr. Hale, the . postmaster, unoble to hold a book or turn the 
sought vainly for cok to exprdss pegese The Lions Club will perform 
his decp appreciation of the bookmo-= ail the service required, such as dew 
bile. After several false starts, he livering the machine, demonstrating 
proclaimed, "I tell you, I'm tickled its use, and returning books and pros 
pink with this service," That senti- jector to the library. 

ment, if not its expression, is share 

ed by the whole comnunity,. MBER I BHR ECE HHH ESE HEB EE Mei Et 

Anothcr bright spot in the 3 ¢ 
county is the Rowan Home. The supere at A JORD TO THE ‘YISE a 
intendent is Dr. Hancock, Fei; of his % 3 


+ 


This is your last issue of West 
Virginia Libraries unless you have 


cherges are able physicelly to avail 
themselves of the service, but those 


a5 





stele 
as 





who want to read are enc couresed to do “paid your ducs for 19,8/l:9 » Send 
soe At the end of each of my visits, *your 32-00 to ifrs. Vivian R, Boughtery 
Dr. Hancock says, "And for how many *troasurer, at West Liberty State Col-* 


sie 


books am I resnonsible this time?" ‘lese, or to Miss Katherine C,. Dwyre,* 
It is impossible to spend even a em one - rirman, at We Ve Ue 
little while at the Home without a Sedbsea eden ere nahn’ : 


ste 
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West Virginia Librarics is the 
official organ of the \icst Virginia 
Library Association. It is published 
in January, April, July and October, 
Contributions and other  communica- 
tions should be addrcsscd to the idi- 
tore 





est Virginia Librarics is sent 
to ev ie membcr of the Association. 
Separate subscriptions arc available 
at $1.00 per year. 
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Editor « e « e « «© » « © e Betty Meck 
Ohic County Public Library, 
“heeling, West Virginia 
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EDITORIAL BORD 
Mrse "te H, Conaway, Marion County 
Public Library, Fairmont 
E. ii, Grieder, ticst Virginia 
University Library, Morgantown 
Mrs John He Joncs, Upper Monongahcla 
Valley Association, Fairmont 
Je #rank Marsh, State President 
Friends of the Library, jthens 
Robert E. Sismons, Kancwhna County 
Public Library, Charleston 
Mary Elizabeth Tattles, jest Virginia 
University Librery, atte ig 


MDITCH STAL* 


Amcrica has forgotten how to 
spend a quiet cvening in a library, 
Although our facilities for absorbing 
the background of our own culture are 
greater than at any time in history-- 
and all freely given, whilc the mov- 
ies cost money=~fewer people have 
been taking advantaze of Remias opnor= 
tunities than cver Caters 

Onc librarian has witten me a 

ettcr asking for a statement to be 
uscd in her local library apprecia- 
tion weck drivce I told her it was 
not enough for librcrians to provide 
the current newspape the latcst 
magazines and the b Li 
and then sit dovm in a good ‘clean 





building and say: "Here we are; you 
may come to use our facilitics." To 
do this, will leave the libraries 
emptye Librarians should all join in 
an active campaign for greater libra- 
ry appreciction, You must let the 
people know your wares if you are to 
sell them--cven without cost. 

Get people intcrested ina re- 
turn to reading. Ve must strengthen 
oursclvecs for cultural conflict in a 
divided world. In reading are the 
roots of our civilization. 





xThe editorial is takon from one 
of Paul Hallonts "News Behind the 
News" columns which appeared October 
9, 1946, in many newspapers, We fcel 
that Mr. Mallon has something to of- 
fer in his comments and that they 
make a fitting substitution for the 
rucst cditorial originally planned. 


TESHESSESHESHISS 
aN 


In this place we work to cdu-e 
cate not the next generation but this 
gcncretion, the people who here and 
now have to function in the world. 
In this place we have and will con- 
tinue to have books and readers not 
alone from the American scene but 
from the far places of the earth so 
tnat we may develop and prosper in 
harmony in our own land, and so that 
all nations may learn to live in 
peace, one with another, through mu- 
tual respect and undcrstandinge..siIn 
this place the mind is free to roam, 
free to scarch,.. 

Louis S. Weiss 
The New School 


OUR GUEST CONTRIBUTORS 


Our thanks to Miss Doris Wood, 
Miss Helois Dye, and Mr. Charles But- 
ler for their contributions to this 

ssuc of West Virginia Librarics,. 

We express appreciation also to 
Mrse Mergerct S. Bobbitt, Mrs. Ber- 
nice f. Dorsey, !!iiss #lizabcth Tarver, 
Mire Budd Gazbee y Mrse Amy Roberts 
Vance, and Miss Katherine M, Kraybill 
for notes on the state meeting. 
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HUNTINGTON MEETING 
(Continued eye page 1) 

The next speaker, Miss Elizabcth 
Kennedy, urged librariens to back the 
Ae Le Ae 'S Four Year Goals, a Pro- 
gram of Library Action for All Citie 
ZnSe 

Dre Ae Je Gibson, State Super- 
visor of High Schools of the iW. Va, 
Department of Education, gave a most 
interesting telk on the present state 
us of high school librarics through- 
out the state. Dre Gibson stated 
thet more than half of Jest Virginia 
hign schools were now members of the 
North Central Association, an indica- 
tion of adequate library service in 
those schools, at leaste He distri-~ 
butcd mimcograpned statistics rela- 
tive to the schoolse 

iirSe iindalyn Mie Bradford, Hunt- 
ington Librarian and president of Vi. 
Ve Le Ae, predided. 











College Library Section 

“The College Section of We V. Le 
A. gathered in the Sun Room of the 
Frederick for lunch on Saturdsy. Mire 
Hugh Behymer, chairman of tne section 
and Librarian of Bethany Collcze, 
presidede Each membcr introduced 
himself and told what colleze he rep- 
resented. Miss Wary Ee Wattles, 
Chief Reference Librarian, WwW. Va. 
University, was appointed secréetarye 
Miss Ore Peters, Librarian of Con- 
cord College, volunteered to serve 
as West Virginia membership chairman 
for the Association of College - and 
Reference Libraricse 

An informal discussion of the 
problems confronting colleze librare 





ics and librezrians was held, Lit’ s 
Behymer announce that he is working 


upon a book dealing wi 
lems from the stondpoint 
libcral arts colles He is planning 
to send out letter to alee. lie 
brarians Naiciota Lor suggestions. He 
will continue work on the book at the 
Library School of the —os of 
London, where he will be studying 
next ycoare 

Mre Ee Me Grieder, Libraricn of 


- 5 
u 
th these prote 
ir Aig a small 


v 


We Ve, University, was elected chair- 
man of the section to succeed Mr. Ece 
hymer.e 

After the . .iwunchcon. ‘mecting, 
fourtecn of the college -librarinns 
continued the discussion, Topics 
on which they exchanged viewpoints 
included the use of microcards and 
the lending of microfilms. 


The Lomi sine 

iiss Dora Ruth Parks, Executive 
Suaebury of the W. Va. Library Von- 
mission, explained what is mcant by a 
demonstration and described how it is 
functioning in Honroc County. 

The Comnaission furnishes a 
trained librarian, a bookmobile, and 
a minimuin of 6000 books. The county, 
of course, must express a desire sor 
a demonstration, a willingness to 
bear its share of the physical needs, 
and show zcalousness for a definite 
plan to carry on library scrvice 
after the demonstration pcriod--from 
three months to a year--is coneludéd. 
Following the demonstration, the Com= 
mission will continue its interest by 
acting in an edvisory and supervisory 
cap acitye 





Frionds of the Library 

The annual mecting of W. Vae. 
Friends of the Library was held in 
the Huntington Public Library. Dre 
Je F. Harsh presided. 

Election of officers for the en= 
suing ycer was the first order of 
business. They are: Dr. J. F. Harsh, 
Athens, reclected president; lirse Ie 
D. lfiumphreys, Ronceverte, vice prosi- 
dent; iirs, Aw Ne Henson, Hamlin, scc- 
retary; and tiiss Mildred Pizcr, Hun- 
tincgton, treasurere 

Acting upon the suggestion of 
Mrse O. Ge dilson, the group decidcd 
to have the Executive Committee  ap- 
point rive membcrs in differcnt parts 
of tnc state to secure state menmbcr- 
shipse It wes requested that Fricnds 
of the Library in the countics be 
asked to contribute five counts “from 
cach twenty-five cents dics to the 

ute organization of rriends to proe 
mote its objectives. 
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PROFESSIONALLY SPEAKING 


HELP WANTEDS 


Three new memberships in the 
Amcrican Library Association right 
now would make the quota for lest 
Virginia. If you join now, you will 
be listed as a 19),8 member in the ALA 
Handbook and your duces will be paid 
for the entire year 19)9. Last year 
Yest Virginia had the largest per- 
centage of new members of any statc. 
Help to kcen her on the library nep. 

If you need an application blank, 
send a postal to ifiss Katherine C. 
Dwyre, Vest Virginia University Li- 
brary, iorg Saisie 


The Citizents Conference on 
Health, welfare and Reercational 
Nocds in Viest Virginia, sponsored by 
the Vf, Vas Conference of Social iiork, 
hold its annual meeting Novenber 18, 
19, and 20 in ‘iheelinge The Library 
participated with two members of the 
staff heading comnittce heh ONC yiixe 
hibits; the other, cnierman of the 
comnittce to mect the Ye I. Pe a 


third member of the staff was in the 
a jw. 4 ° 
cast for the Conference Yollies,. 


Mre E, Hugh Behymer, librarian 
of Bethany Cohlege, expects to spend 
next year in England, studying at the 
University of London, 


MSLIEIE IIe SLI 
oa 


Nar era 


Lest August the Board o! vi 
Works aporoved a release of $125,9 
to Vest. Virginia State Colleg: ne ane 
othor of 320,000 . to..West?'Virginia 
Tech, with both amounts to nh “uscd 
for library improvements, 


Na 


Mrse John He Jones, a member of 
nongahela Valley ~ssocin= 





on 
PI 
~ , ra + 
tion end of the cediterie 1} oard of 
"— ote bg ne Se CY el _ 
«cSt Virginia Librarics, added to her 
+ a 2 +, - at bai rsywo 5 
dutics the care of twins, a boy and a 
i ai 1 ; TO 
girl, born in June. 
Be ee 
SER ESTER 


PRLGONNEL? the KEY to sLIBR’RY PROGRESS 





LIBRARY EDUCATION DIVISION 
is concerned with 


a 





SOLVING PERSONNEL PRORLEMS 


Staff Development Salaries 
Certification Vacations 
netirencnt Pensions 





TMPROVING ST’NDANDS OF EDUC ’.TION FOR 
LIBR? TANSHIP 
Recruitment Curriculun Instruction 





Select 
LIB. RY EDICATION DIVISION 
for your 19h9 
AWISRIC’N-LIBRARY “§SSOCI..TION 
Divisionel Affilintion 
(or add it to your othcr section meme 
berships) 


the KEY to LIPRARY PROGRESS is in 
YOUR ids 


Sess s¢, er s¢, OOO Serta 244. . SRL NODE SO See 
26345454) Se — eee St Slee — Se tow er wt —— 
aoe Katt hen) ae ewes Ae ww wie ee xc et teria 


The Féirmont Public Library had 
the cooperation of the Junior League 
during Book ‘iccke Monbers who volun= 
tecred their help rend many of ‘the 
children's books in advance, to cn» 
able them to tell the story to an ine 
quiring child. ‘id was also given to 


‘parents sceking suitable books and 


me.gazinese 

Editor's note: sg wes Book 
Week = your Library? jasn't there 
some happening thet readdrs of WV. Va. 
Liner we would enjoy?. Write and 
tell us About it--any weck. 


a ek kn kak 
a“ ee 


Re) el ae 


ifiss Virginia Ebeling, assistant 
librarian at the Ohio County Public 
Library, ‘hecling, spoke at the ‘est 
Virginia Historical Society Conven- 
tion in Ch-rleston in “Octobary, on 
"Library Development in OhiosCoufitye? 


od 





